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Chawton Parish’s planning is complex with the geographical Parish being divided equally 

between East Hampshire or South Downs planning policy applying. Wolf’s Lane illustrates 

this with the planning border running down Wolf’s Lane with the land opposite, south of 

the of the application site, being in the Park as are the 2 nearby dwellings.  

Part of the site is in Chawton with the majority in Alton but the site impacts entirely on 

Chawton with no impact on Alton, particularly because the A31 and the A339 run between 

the site and Alton town. This would be the first B2 use in or abutting the Parish of Chawton. 

The implications are serious, impacting directly on the National Park and a Conservation 

Area with outstanding cultural and tourist implications.     

The amendments now made seek to limit the B2 use to one of the new buildings. This split 

into part B2 and part B1 cannot be effective. Does this create 2 planning units with separate 

uses or one sui generis use of the whole site? Simply to seek to limit the B2 use to one 

building does not deal with the question. Large vehicles will be manoeuvring outside the 

building.  

The applicants seek to assure decision makers that large vehicles will be strictly limited. The 

Parish Council believe it is an unattainable goal. The site is the base for a heavy plant 

business. The unexpected frequently happens and plant has to be removed from 

construction sites, for example, to enable other plant to access a site or materials to be 

delivered. Heavy and long vehicle numbers will, inevitably, exceed those for which the 

applicants plan.  

 The quality of the buildings proposed are workmanlike and suitable for an industrial estate. 

They do not reach a standard to prevent detracting from the attractive rural location and 

tourist area which East Hampshire and South Downs Local Plan Policies seek to protect and 

enhance. The site is prominent on one of the 2 vehicular entrances into the Chawton 

Village. Its Conservation Area is of particular importance, being a world-wide tourist 

destination related to Jane Austen.     
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The Officers’ report @ 4. Impact on neighbouring residents, states there has been an 

existing use and the current proposals will have little greater impact. This is disputed by the 

Parish.  The previous use was quiet to the point of being unnoticeable. It was silent apart 

from a small number of domestic scale vehicles.   

Malcolm Williamson 

Chawton Parish Council 6.12.2019 


